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Sport is the hidden social worker in many 
of our neighbourhoods

Vtudies have shown that cities that adopt intercultural integration policies have achieved better results in terms of residents’ perception of cohesion, 
increased trust in the administration, safety, quality of services, well-being, good governance and economic growth (Source: CoE/Intercultural Cities).
In the city and its communities, sport provides a unique platform to promote the values of intercultural dialogue and understanding, deepening social 

inclusion and promoting gender equality (Source: UNESCO).

Sport does not change social problems, although it can help to resist and reverse exclusion processes (Source: Maza, G.). Sport per se does not change social 
problems when a person is subjected to different difficulties related to family, education, addictions, etc., but it can help to better resist these situations by 
exercising a decompressive or escape function. Also, the problems presented by each person and their situation in a given social context are different and 
therefore sport must be adapted to the needs of each person and cannot be used in a generalised way.

At the same time, UNESCO also reminds us that sport can be used to divide and discriminate, and this happens in sports of all kinds and at all levels. It is probably 
in professional and elite sport that the media impact is greatest, but this is only the visible part of the iceberg that reaches down to grassroots and amateur sport.

(Sebastian Coe).

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sebastian_Coe
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Starting point

The starting point of the project we are proposing is General Policy Recommendation No 12 on com-
bating racism and racial discrimination in the field of sport of the European Commission against 
Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) (See PDF)

The recommendations it makes to states are grouped along three axes:

1.	 Ensure equal opportunities in access to sport.
2.	 Tackling racism and racial discrimination in sport.
3.	 Create a coalition of cities against racism in sport.

In the Explanatory Memorandum to Recommendation 12, it is stated that: “There is convincing evi-
dence that racism and racial discrimination in sport goes beyond the individual or collective beha-
viour of fans, or isolated instances of racist gestures and comments made, for example, by athletes, 
coaches or club officials. Indeed, institutional racism is also felt in the sporting arena. Efforts to 
combat racism in sport have often focused on the behaviour of fans and, more specifically, on 
hooliganism, even when not all fans or members of radical fan groups are necessarily racist. It is 
important to recognise that racist acts are also committed by athletes, coaches and other sports 
personnel, as well as ordinary fans.

The main message of the Recommendation 
contains two specific objectives:

The specific objectives:

1.	 Member States should ensure and promote equal 
opportunities in access to sport for all persons and 
combat racism and racial discrimination in sport.

2.	Member States should create and lead coalitions 
against racism in sport, inviting the participation of 
local authorities, sports federations and clubs, athletes, 
coaches, referees, fan groups, minority representation 
groups, civil society organisations and the media.

https://rm.coe.int/recomendacion-num-12-de-politica-general-de-la-ecri-temas-principales/1680966400
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“The sporting world is a reflection of society. Both for the good and for the bad. Sport can be a great 
tool for social development, for the rapprochement and coexistence between people of different 
origins, race, religion, sexual identity, etc.” ....

In the world of sport there are situations of abuse, discrimination, violence and racist and xenopho-
bic incidents... It is time to identify, prevent and sanction all those acts that threaten athletes and 
society. It is our duty as citizens to be socially responsible. Therefore, as a professional sportswo-
man and social worker, I try to assume my role in the social transformation we seek and I invite my 
colleagues in the sports community to join me.

AAURI BOKESA

SCORE SPORTS AMBASSADOR,  ATHLETE AND SOCIAL WORKER

The main objective of the European SCORE project is to create a coalition of European cities and local authorities for the promotion of inclusive sport, as well as the pre-
vention and fight against racism, xenophobia and related intolerance in the field of sport.

WE NEED YOU

If you want to be an ambassador of the values of the European SCORE Project:

•	 Subscribeto our website https://scoreproject.net/ 
•	 Follow us on our social networks on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Youtube.
•	 Write to us at SCORE22@gmail.com 

https://scoreproject.net/
mailto:SCORE22%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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OBJETIVES SCORE

The main objective of the project is to create a 
coalition of European cities and local authorities 
for the promotion of inclusive sport, as well as the 
prevention and fight against racism, xenophobia 
and related intolerance in the field of sport.

Objetivos específicos:
 
a) Create a broad and inclusive alliance of cities for the prevention of racism, xenophobia and 
related intolerance in sport involving clubs, sports foundations and federations, coaching schools, 
referee federations, supporters’ clubs and clubs, the media and related civil society organisations 
in each territory.

b) Promote a network of cities that conceive grassroots sport as a tool to promote the social 
inclusion of people of immigrant origin, asylum seekers and refugees, as well as those belonging 
to ethnic minorities: as well as a privileged space of intervention for the prevention of racism, 
xenophobia and other related forms of intolerance.

c) Collect, analyse and share methodologies developed at local level to promote inclusive sport 
for people with a migrant, asylum seeker and refugee background, as well as those belonging to 
ethnic minorities.

d) Collect, analyse and share methodologies developed at local level for the prevention, identifica-
tion, monitoring and sanctioning of acts of racism, xenophobia and related intolerance in sport.

e) To train grassroots sport professionals as well as community and sport intervention professio-
nals in local authorities in the field of prevention and fight against racism, xenophobia and related 
intolerance in sport.

f) Promote the political and social impact of a network of opinion-forming athletes and clubs in 
the field of intercultural coexistence and the fight against racism, xenophobia and related intole-
rance in sport.
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SOCIOS

SCORE is a project led by Getafe City Council, through the Department of Sports and Internal Affairs 
of Getafe City Council, with the following partners:

OBERAXE
(Observatory 
Spanish of the 
Racism and 
Xenophobia- 
Ministry
of Inclusion, 
Social Security 
and Migration)

National Office,
of Offences 
Diversity Hatred 
(ONDOD) of the
Ministry of
Inside

Cidalia, 
consultancy in 
Diversity

City Council 
of Bilbao

City Council 
of Sabadell

Association
of Cities 
Intercultural 
(RECI)

OBITEN
Observatory of 
Immigration
in Tenerife 
Foundation 
General of the 
University of the 
Lagoon (FGULL)

ETC (Euro-
päischeTra-
inings- und 
Forschungszen- 
trum für Mens- 
chenrechte und 
Demokratie)

Sweden: Network 
for the creation 
of communities 
intercultural by 
means of the 
training, the 
advice,
the exchange 
and development 
of policies and 
practices.

Doras Universite PKDI 
Greece
Rennes II

PKDI Greece
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WHAT DOES THE SCORE PROJECT OFFER?

• Mapa interactivo SCORE: a search engine where you can find different initiatives, from European 
cities and cities, on sport as a tool for social inclusion and as a tool to fight racism. 

• Training workshops, webinars at European, national and local level scoreproject.net/eventos/ on 
“Sport as an instrument in the fight against racism” addressed to local bodies and municipal sports 
schools; professional sports institutions and organisations and amateur athletes; Universities and 
Civil Society Organisations.

• Toolkits to promote the training of local actors in the field of sport for the prevention of racism 
and racial discrimination through sport.

• Up-to-date and relevant news on sport, social integration and racism

• Sports ambassadors: a network of opinion-forming athletes and clubs in the field of intercultural 
coexistence and the fight against racism, xenophobia and related intolerance in sport.

https://scoreproject.net/mapa-interactivo/?geodir_search=1&stype=gd_place&s
https://scoreproject.net/eventos/
https://scoreproject.net/resultados/
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       SUBSCRIBE TO NOT MISS ANYTHING!!!!

scoreproject.net
(+34) 91 208 04 50

score.project22@gmail.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION

“This publication has been produced with the financial support 
of the Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values Programme (CERV).
of the European Commission. The contents of this publication 

are the responsibility of the SCORE project partners. and do not 
reflect the views of the European Commission”.

https://scoreproject.net/
mailto:score.project22%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/scoreproject/
https://twitter.com/scoreproject_
https://www.youtube.com/@score_project
https://www.instagram.com/scoreproject_/

